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Measurement Units, Standards end SénBiess
JAct, No. 33 of 1995
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AX ACT TO REVISE AND CONSOLIDATE THE L
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ; AND TO PROVIDE
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BWRCINom ™ v BebrIgd
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19 AUG 1996.
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CONNECTED THEREWITH OF INCIDENTAL THFREIQ

BE it enacted by the Parliament of the Demccraﬂc S@@Bﬁ
Bepublic of Sri Lanks as follows ;—

1. This Act may be cited as the Measurement Units,
Standards and Services Act, No. 35 of 1995 and shall come
inio operation on such date (hereinafter referred to es the
® appointed date ”) as the Minister may appoint by Crder
published in the Gazeste. ‘

‘ PART I

UNITS OF MEASUREMERT

2. The International System of Units (SI} and the éefini-
Hons of those units as specified by the Generai Conference
of Weights and Measures.and as set out in the First Scheduie
hereto shall constitute the units of measuremnt for all pur-
poses in Sri Lanka:

Prcvided that such units of measurement as set out in the
Second Schedule hereto as defined in terms of the Corres-
ponding International Units of Measurement shall be per-
mitted to be used for such periods of time as may b%
pregcribed.

PART I
ESTAELISHMENT OF THE MEASUREMENT UNITS, STAKDARDS AN
§ERVICES DEPARTMENT ‘AND THE NATHNYAL MEASURFMAENT
LABORATORY

3." There shall be established for the purpese of this Act—.

(a) a Department or a Divislon of a Department ts
be known as the Measurement TUnits,
Standards and Services Department; and

{b) a "laboratory within thst Department to be
known as the National Measurement
Laboratury  (heretnafter referred f 2%
“ the laboraiery ”).

& (1) There may, for the pﬁrpase of thie Act, be
sppointed—

(3] apersonbynameorbyomeetabethemm@
Measurement Units, Standards and Services (herein-
after referred to as the “Director™) *

2—D 036796 — 8,880 (95/09)

Short title
and date
of operatien,

Units of
Measure-
ment,

Establish-
ment of
Measuremegs}
Units,
Standarde
and Secrviceg
Department
and Nations?
Measuremenf
Laboratery,

Appoint-
Mens
Director,
&e.




Eaaria

2  Hessurement Units, Standards end Services
' Act, Ne. 85 of 1895
%L‘g"‘ e;»
& persoa bymmeea’hyuoﬁcetobethe Deputy
@ Mﬁ Bfeasurement Units, Standards and

£ oxch mumber of persms as may be necessary to bs
o afistant Direciors of Measurement Unitg
ds and Services: :

£50 Mmm’.wawmnsmmybenecessarytobe
L2 dents of M@suremem Units, Standards

3 such number of p umaybenecessarytobe
' M&Iﬁt Ssyatntendents of Measurement Units,

%mmﬁe&mumybenecessaryforthe
purpess of giving effect to the principles and
mrovisitns of this Act ’

€% The W ' Director ef Bleasurement Units,
Paanderds and Sexviess sppointed wunder paragraph (b)
.ﬁ azb@eetma (1), may subject to the general direction and
gondrol of the Divecicr, exercise, perform and discharge
aﬁ or amy of the pewsrs, duties and functions conferred or
topesed en, or assigned te, the Director by or under this

{8) The Aadsistent Superiniendents .of Measurement
Talts, Blandards and Services appointed under paragraph
%2) of sabsscHiem (1) may, subject to the general direction
@d comirel of the Buperintendents -f Measurement Units,
Standards and Services, exercise, . perform and discharge
@ or any of the powers duties and functions conferred or
faposed Gm, er assigmed (e, such Superintendents under

PART III B

8 {& For the perposes of this Act, the Minister may,
#wn s 8o time, precure such standards of the units of
measurement &5 be may consider necessary.

(%) Bvery standard of any unit of messurement procured
smder ubsecilon (1} shall be an equivalent of a unit of
seasnrement a5 Gefined in the First Schedule hereto, or any
mltzpls ¢r submuliiple of any such units of measurement.

éﬁ} ésecription of every standard of any unit of
wessareeent procured under subsection (1) shall be
@ﬁmmthe(}ue%&madzmnonbytheDm
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{4) Rvery standard of any unit of measurement pfocu.r-
 @d "under subsection (1) shall be calibrated and certified

‘at the Laboratory of the International Bureau of Weights
and Measures or at any other National Laboratory of any -

other countiry or calibrated by a standard method before
guch a standard is brought into use in Sri Lanka:

Provided that such calibration sha]l not be necessary in
the case of any standard or instrument which by virtue of
its nature is itself a fundamental standard.

(5) The Minister may, by notification published in the

Gazette, declare that a standard of any unit of measure-

ment, which has been procured and published under thig
‘gection, shall be brought into use in Sri Lanke and suck
standard shall upon publication become a Sri Lanka

standard and shall for all purposes whatsoever be deemed
to be true and accurata

& (1) The Laborato:y ‘shall be under the control of
the Director, and it shall maintain the Sri Lanka Standards
and disseminate the value of such standards to any other

Laboratary or Instltutmn and carry out research relevant
%o these functions,

8rl Lanks
Standarés

-the custody
ot the

Directoz,

(2) Every Sri Lanka Stacdard shall be kept and preserw-

, &d in the Laboratory under the custody of the Director m
#uch manner as may be prescmbed for that purpose,

(3) The Minister shall, in the case of any Sri Lanka

Btandard which requires any recalibration, cause such
standard to be recalibrated ence at least in ten years:

Provided, however, that where any Sri Lanka standard
of any unit of measurement has to be sent out of Sri Lanka
for such purposes, the Minister may cause a referencs
standard for that unit of measurement to be verified by
comparigson with such Sri Lanka standard or to be calibra~

ted by a standard method and certified and placed in the -

custody of the Director and such reference standard shaill,
during such time as the Sri Lanka standard is out of Sri
Lanka, be deemed to be a Sri Lanka standard.

7. (1) The Minister may, for the purposesof this Act
procure such ‘derivative standards of the Sri Lanka stan-
dard, to be known as reference standards and place such
standards in the custody of the Director. Every such
reference standard-shail be calibrated by comparison with

@ Sri Lanka gtandard or at a specified stendards

taboratory by a standard method

Referemse
Standm
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2) 'E‘very reference standard shall be calibrated in the
laboratory at least once in every five years, after its first

' cahbratlon, on a direction issued by the Director. .

- (3) The Mimster may, by notification published in the
Gazette declare that a reference standard of any unit of
meaéurement procured under -subsection (1), -shall be
brought inte use in Sri Lanka and such reference standard

- ghall be deemed to be true and accurate until the contrary
7 proved ‘ :

8. (1) The Director may procure from time to ¢ime,
such other secondary and tertiary standards, which are
derived from the Sri Lanka standards and from the
reference standards, as may be necessary for the purpcses
of .this Act. i

(2) The Director shall cause every such secondary and
tertiary standard to be verified or calibrated, and authen-
ticated or certified.  Every standard so authenticated or

~ certified shall be deemed to be true and accurate uni! the

contrary is proved.

(3) Every seCo.ndar_y or tertiary -standard shall be .

“‘werified or calibrated at such periods, as may be determin.

ed bv the Dlrector by a notlﬁcatlon pubhshed in the
Gazette, :

Y
B

9. All measurement‘s‘s')gF physfca;_l quaﬁtities based direc-
tly or indirectly on a unit of measurement for which g

.Sri Lanka standard, reference standard or secondary or

tertlary standard has been est abhehed shaL be traceable

" to any such standard. . b

19 Every. person authorised bv this Act to carry outf
eny calibration or-test or- Who is dlrected by the Director

- to carry out any caIlbrrtlon or test shall issue a certificate

of calibration signed by him in the prescribed form.

1l A court shall take fudicial notlce of—

(a) every Qri Lanka standard, reference standard,
: secondary or tertxary standard ;

(b) every certiﬁeate of_calibration i’ssued under
- .sectien 10, :
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PART &V : -

IEEASUREIVIENTS FOR TRADE -

i2. (1) Save as otherwise prov1deci in sectlon 34 every
gontract, bargain, sale or dealmg made or had in Sri Lanka
whereby any work, goods, wares, merchandise or other
things is or are to be done sold, délivered, carried, measur-
2d, computed, paid for, or agreed for, by a unit of measure-
‘ment shali be made and had according to any one -of the
units of measurement specified in Part I of thg, Third
Schedule. |

{2) All fees and duties whatsoever charged or collected
4n Sri Lanka according to any unit of measurement shall be
charged and collected according to any one of the units of
measurement specified in Part I of the Third Schedule.

(3) The packing in Sri Lanka of any article in a container
for the purpose of sale shall be according to any one of the

authorised . ynits of measurement specxﬁed in Part 1of the‘

Third Schedule,

{4) Evei'y contract bargain, salé or dealing which is not

#nade or had in accordance with the provxswns of subsection .

1) shall be void :

Providéd, however that notw:thstanding the provisions
-of this section, a court may, in any case where any person
Ahias derived or received any advantage from or under any
¢nntract, bargain, sale or Jealing, make such order as the
gourt may deem expedient for the purpose of compensating
the person from whom or on account of whose act such
advantage was derived or received. ’

13. Al the weights and meéasures specified in Part I of

the Third Schedule
referred to in this Act as authorised weights and authorised

. gneasures respectively ; and every denomination of weight

and measure specified in suck Part IT of the Third ’Sch>edule
18 hereby declarcd to be, and referred to in this Act as an
authorised denomination of weight or measure.

14. (1) The i,nfrecmi- ghall anpoint such number  of
Inspectors of Measurement .Saervices and-Devices - (herein-
after referred to as ¢ Inspectors”) and other officers as he
may consi